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Introduction

Tunisia is an agro-pastoral country

➢11.9 million inhabitants

➢ 27% rural population (key stakeholders in animal welfare)

➢ 6.6 million sheep 

➢ 1.4 million goats

➢ 0.7 million cattle
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Institutional 
Framework

Penal Code (July 9, 1913, still in force) 

Law No. 2005-95 governing livestock 
production

Founding member of the World Organization 
for Animal Health (WOAH) since 1924 

Gradual alignment with international animal 
welfare standards.



Overview of current 
Tunisian legislation on
Animal welfare

• Tunisian Penal Code, 1913 (still in force) 

• Article 317 :

“Anyone who, without necessity, inflicts ill-
treatment on a domestic, tame, or captive 
animal, whether in public or in private, shall 
be punished by a fine ranging from six to 
one hundred and twenty dinars.

In the case of repeat offenses, 
imprisonment shall be mandatory”



Overview of current Tunisian 
legislation on
Animal welfare

• Law No. 2005-95 of 18 
October 2005 on Livestock and 
Animal Products

Article 22, Title IV – Animal 
Health Protection:

"Livestock facilities and their 
equipment shall be designed and 
constructed in such a way as to 
ensure the welfare of animals, 
maintain their cleanliness, and 
allow them freedom of 
movement."



Overview of current 
Tunisian legislation on
Animal welfare

• Ministerial Order of 21 October 2006
Approving the specifications setting 
standards for livestock buildings and 
equipment;
• Article 5: Livestock buildings must 

comply with general sanitary hygiene 
requirements.

• Article 8: Equipment used in livestock 
facilities must not be sharp or cutting, in 
to ensure animal safety.

• Articles 36 & 37: Provide for 
administrative involvement in the official 
inspection and control of livestock 
buildings.



Overview of current 
Tunisian legislation on
Animal welfare

• Violations of the specifications 
outlined in the terms of reference 
are subject to fines:
• 1,000 to 10,000 dinars for poultry 

and small animal farms
• 100 to 500 dinars for the 

construction of buildings and 
equipment that fail to comply with 
animal welfare, hygiene, and 
freedom of movement standards



Overview of current 
Tunisian legislation on
Animal welfare

• Order of the Minister of Agriculture –
September 20, 2010
Establishing Animal Identification Registers and 
Identification Procedures

• Key Provision (Article 7):
For cattle, sheep, goats, and camels, 
identification must be performed by 
affixing an ear tag in a way that:
• Causes no harm to the animal,

• Prevents the transmission of diseases or 
infections.



Overview of current Tunisian 
legislation on Animal welfare

• Existence of a regulatory foundation in 
Tunisian legislation concerning animal 
welfare.

• However, this regulation must evolve to 
address the following challenges:

• Economic: Requirement to comply with 
animal welfare standards in the trade of 
animals.

• Societal: Evolution of society demanding 
the proper treatment of animals and 
punishment for acts of cruelty.
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Public Sector Initiatives

• Ministry of Agriculture

• Ministry of Higher Education

• Ministry of the Interior

✓Academic Education & 
Training

✓Collaboration with FAO, 
WOAH, UE, AU-IBAR …



Ministry of Agriculture -
Veterinary Services



Ministry of Agriculture - Veterinary 
Services:Training & Formation

Animal Welfare (AW): Key Training Initiatives

✓ Integrated in Veterinary Services continuing education program 
since 2008 (DG Circular No. 800-2008 of July 4, 2008)

✓ Annual training for regional/central veterinarians on AW 
standards

• EU cooperation through BTSF (Better Training for Safer Food) program

✓ Specialized training in animal experimentation ethics:

• 2 certified trainers per region established
• Central and regional veterinary staff upskilled



Ministry of Agriculture - Veterinary 
Services: Training & Formation

Active Support for Sustainable Canine 
Population Management
(Rabies Control Program Initiative)

Key Achievement:
Establishment of Tunisia's First Pilot Canine 

Sterilization Center (2017)

• Location: Tunis Municipality

• Technical partner: WOAH

Strategic Support Provided:
✓ Vaccine supply chain coordination

✓ WOAH-certified training programs

Formation capture des chiens

difficiles (Municipalité de

Tunis/OMSA/DGSV



Ministry of Agriculture -
Veterinary Service: 
Awareness

• Awareness Campaigns
Promoting humane pre-slaughter 
practices
• Training for abattoir staff
• Community workshops on stress 

reduction
• Key Animal Handling Messages
✓ "Calm environments prevent stress-
induced meat quality loss"
✓ "Gentle guiding only – no physical 
force"



Ministry of Agriculture –
National Veterinary School 

• Collaboration with the International 
Council of Laboratory Animal 
Sciences (ICLAS) since 1997 (first 
International Course in Animal 
Experimentation and Ethics to 
African scientist

• Course on animal welfare and 
ethics dispensed to veterinary 
students since 2015

• Animal ethics committee (IACUC/ 
CEEA ENMV) was set up in 2018 
and aims to give an ethical opinion 
on research projects in Tunisia. 



Ministry of Agriculture –
National Veterinary 
School (Twinning) 

• Improve the technical knowledge
and skills of ENMV staff,

• Improve the animal welfare
legislative framework

• Increase capacity to ensure the 
compliance with the OIE standards 
on animal welfare;

• Build the capacity and expertise of 
the ENMV to train and conduct 
research in animal welfare;

• Improve networking, particularly in 
the UMA Region to provide and 
develop the appropriated expertise 
at regional level;

- Parent Institute: Istituto
Zooprofilattico

Sperimentale dell'Abruzzo
e del Molise «G.Caporale» 

(IZSAM) Teramo, Italy

- Candidate institute of 
Tunisia: the National 
School of Veterinary 

Medicine (ENMV) Sidi 
Thabet



Ministry of Higher 
Education

National Charter on 
Animal Experimentation 

(2017) 

-Ethical guidelines for 
scientific research
- Compliance with 
international standards
- Oversight mechanisms 
implementation



Local Authorities 
(Municipalities):

• Dog & Cat sterilization Centers 
(Tunis, Ariana, Marsa, Soliman )

• Stray Animal Management 
Programs

• Implementation of TNR 
Principle

« Trap Neuter Release »

& Vaccinate
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Role of NGOs:

Multiple Active Associations 

(Examples Shown for Illustration Only)

➢SPANA

➢Veterinary Students Association 

➢Animal Protection Association (PAT) 

➢…



SPANA: Société Protectrice 
des Animaux en Afrique du Nord-SPANA.



SPANA

❖Awareness Campaigns

❖Training Programs

❖Animal Care Services



"Phosphorescent Collars" Project 
in Kébili

(Innovative Animal Safety Initiative)

 High-visibility 
reflective collars

 Reduces night-time 
road accidents



Veterinary 
Students 

Association :
Feeding & Feeders 



Association 
de Protection 
des Animaux 
de Tunisie - 

PAT 

Providing aid to 
animals in distress 
(injured/accident victims)

Facilitating pet 
adoptions through family 
matching

Operating a shelter 
for ~150 cats & dogs



SOS animaux Tunisie

Objectives

Combat animal cruelty & neglect

Protect and aid suffering animals

Transform public attitudes

Key Missions:

Awareness Campaigns

stray dog sterilization/vaccination 
programs

School programs teaching animal 
welfare & respect



Sommaire/Content

• Introduction

• Cadre institutionnel

• Initiatives publiques

• Rôle des ONG

• Enjeux, Défis & 
Opportunités

• Conclusion



Challenges & Issues

Limited resources (human and 
financial) for implementation and 
monitoring

Insufficient training and 
dissemination of animal welfare 
standards in livestock farming

Resistance to change from 
certain traditional practices

Inadequate data collection: 
welfare indicators, audits, field 
monitoring



Opportunities & Perspectives

Animal Welfare as a Catalyst for Sustainable 
Livestock Transformation

Key Opportunities

International Partnership Development

• Demonstration projects showcasing global best 
practices

• Knowledge exchange programs with partners

Market Incentivization

• Premium labeling for AW compliant products

• Blockchain-enabled traceability systems

Cross-Sector Integration

• Rural tourism policies featuring welfare standards

• Organic agriculture certification alignment

• Agricultural education curriculum modernization

Animal Welfare Strategy for Africa



Practices and Social 
Perception

Growing awareness of 
animal welfare issues

Animal welfare is 
gaining ground through:

• Veterinary education 
• Media & NGO campaigns 
• Youth engagement 



Conclusion
Tunisia benefits from a solid regulatory foundation & a 
longstanding commitment to animal welfare.

NGOs and institutions play a key role in moving animal 
welfare from discourse to practice.

In the face of climate, public health, and sustainability 
challenges, animal welfare is a strategic lever to 
modernize Tunisian livestock systems.

Tunisia is making progress in addressing animal 
welfare, but further efforts are still needed.

Water Source – El Ouara, Southern Tunisia



The greatness of a nation can be 
judged by the way its animals are 

treated



Merci
Thank You
Obrigado
Asante
شكرا

Cape Angela: The northernmost point of the African continent
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