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Brighter Green is a public policy action tank that raises 
awareness of and encourages policy action on issues that 
span the environment, animals, and sustainability.

Based in New York City, Brighter Green works in the U.S. 
and internationally with a focus on the countries of the 
global South and a strong commitment to ensuring and 
expanding equity and rights.



Climate change and natural resource use
Food security and hunger
Power and control over food system
Animal welfare and rights
Species and biodiversity loss
Livelihoods
Public health
Equity
Sustainability
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International agribusiness seeking new markets –
African populations and economies growing and 
urbanizing

Western model of eating globalized, heavily 
marketed (e.g., meat, dairy, sugar, processed; fast 
food)

Development policies, too: sales pitch:            
industrial = efficient; technical cooperation



African governments seeking export markets 

Economic elites see a ”good” business

Global brands like KFC, McDonald’s want consistent 
supply chains
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Policy maker and public awareness is low; 
impacts mostly hidden
Factory farming systems being marketed and 
sold with little/no regulation, training
Incentives (government, development 
cooperation) are pro factory farming or neutral
Not yet a mainstream issue for 
climate, biodiversity or forest protection 
advocates or even most groups working on 
animal welfare



Narrative of the “necessity” of large-scale 
animal agriculture hasn’t been contested
Even small scale farmers (as shown in Kenya 
photos) are participating
Corporate power is strong; policy lagging in 
most countries



It‘s getting much harder to ignore:
The science and impacts for all species, as in UN 
1.5C, biodiversity and land reports…plus SDGs
Food security and public health consequences
Ugly reality of factory farming – when seen
Climate change will require (and cause) massive changes

Public discourse shifting globally: generational change 
with fewer boundaries in analysis and advocacy
More awareness across issues, e.g., of forest and 
species loss from animal ag.; e.g., Amazon fires



Engage with policy-makers: 
demystify, illuminate, recommend
Give more attention to corporate accountability
Build alliances across issues: climate & food systems
Reclaim food cultures, respect for non-human world



Challenge the narrative of “inevitability”
Support alternative systems – but small scale doesn’t 
necessarily mean higher animal welfare
Huge need: few if any comprehensive efforts now 
underway to challenge factory farming in Africa



“Those of us who 
understand, who feel 
strongly, must not tire. We 
must not give up. We must 
persist. 

I always say that the burden 
is on those who know. Those 
who don’t know are at 
peace. It’s those of us who 
know who get disturbed and 
are forced to take action.”



Dialogue & Dinner: Alternatives to Unsustainable 
Livestock Production, this evening, 7-9:30 p.m. at 
Kaleb Hotel, hosted by Global Forest Coalition & 
Brighter Green

Book launch for Africa and her Animals: Philosophical 
and Practical Perspectives, Tuesday, September 
3,  5:30-7 p.m. 

Thank you.
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