
Bridging the Teaching Gap 
Making Animal Welfare Education Accessible with Holistic Teaching Materials
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AGENDA

• Why are holistic teaching materials crucial for animal welfare 
education?

• What are the teaching modules?

• How were they developed?

• How can you use them?

• Next steps



Treating and preventing 
diseases

Advice to animal keepers, 
policy makers, public, etc.

Law enforcement

VETS AND VPP: 
ADVOCATES FOR ANIMAL WELFARE



"Veterinarians should be the leading 
advocates for the welfare of all animals, 

recognizing the key contributions that 
animals make to human society through 

food production, companionship, 
biomedical research and education."  

(WOAH, 2012)



Animal welfare is widely recognised as key part of 
veterinary education…

BUT often

• Not included in the curriculum

• Taught insufficiently

• Not linked to later working reality



Hardly any animal welfare teaching materials 
available

• for in class teaching

• for vets and veterinary paraprofessionals

• with a focus on the link between welfare and 
health

LACK OF TEACHING MATERIALS



• Theory and practice
• Holistic 
• Adaptable

TEACHING MATERIALS FOR APPLIED ANIMAL 
WELFARE



WOAH Recommendations
New developments

USERS´ SUGGESTIONS 

2017: FIRST 
EDITION 

MODULES

WTS
Review 
Team

Review by:
Lecturers

Practitioners
Researchers

2023: NEW 
EDITION 

MODULES

HOW WERE THEY DEVELOPED?



GLOBAL NETWORK OF PEER REVIEWERS

57 peer reviewers from 21
countries

Supported by institutions like:
• CoVAB, Makerere

University
• AWEC, University 

Barcelona



TOPICS COVERED



• Presentation slides

• Suggestions for practicals

• Additional materials

• Videos

→Materials for in-person teaching

WHAT DO THEY INCLUDE?



PRESENTATIONS



PRESENTATIONS



PRACTICALS



ADDITIONAL MATERIALS



VIDEOS



• EN/ FR 

• Free download

www.teaching-animal-welfare.org 

HOW TO GET STARTED?



NEXT STEPS

• Spanish version

• Upcoming topics:

• One Health – One Welfare

• Humane Population 
Management

• Wild Animal Welfare

• Fish Welfare



THANK YOU

Carolin Breitenbach

Welttierschutzstiftung

www.teaching-animal-welfare.org

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/vets-united

fb: https://www.facebook.com/WTSVetsUnited 

Email: vetsunited@welttierschutz.org 

Upcoming webinar:

Introduction to VETS UNITED Animal Welfare Teaching Modules

19th October 2023
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