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WORKING ANIMALS
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IMPLICATIONS FOR COUNTRIES

Loss of livelihoods

Reduction in food security and supply 
chains

Effect on infrastructure; sanitation, waste 
control and construction

Effect on production and transport of 
goods for trade

Risk of disease and the impact of zoonotic 
disease
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QUALITY OF LIFE FOR WORKING ANIMALS

A good quality of life requires:

that animals are recognized as a sentient being, handled and treated with compassion and recognized for 
their value to owners, community and country. We need:

• prevention of conditions or diseases that are avoidable; prophylactic programmes

• knowledge and behaviour change amongst humans to ensure acceptable, or even good, quality of life 

for working animals 

• an understanding of harm caused by some traditional practices, equipment and environment 

• consideration of euthanasia where pain, fear and suffering cannot be controlled

GOAL: 

The Quality of Life improves for more working animals globally, at a greater scale than ever before
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WHAT SHOULD WE CONSIDER?

-increasing access to quality professional services

-providing education to affect human behaviour change, improved animal 
husbandry practices and recognition of sentience.

-prevent working animals suffering from conditions that could be avoided by 
effective and  prophylactic interventions. 

-a tool to quantify Quality of Life
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RISKS TO ONE HEALTH
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ONE HEALTH APPROACH
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CHALLENGES FACED BY WORKING ANIMALS
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BIOSECURITY AND OUR PLANET

Why is this important?

• Disease spread:

o across borders

o across species

• Contamination of our environment

o diseased carcasses and clinical waste

o use of chemicals for disinfectant

• A threat to:

o public health from zoonotic infections

o new and emerging diseases

o country economy
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RESPONSIBLE USE OF DRUGS

• Antimicrobials:

o challenges for use in working animals

o dosage and completion of course

o ethics of not treating

o potential residues in by-products

o the risk to One Health from resistance

• Anthelmintics:

o Overuse

o correct dosage

o resistance

o contamination of environment

o use of FEWCs and control methods

Avoiding resistance
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THANK YOU
Linda Evans 

Global Director of Animal Welfare SPANA

www.spana.org

http://www.spana.org/
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